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Commentary on a judicial ruling and decision regarding administrative liability for
the use of a vaccine
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Summary

This commentary addresses the issue of administrative liability for damages
resulting from COVID-19 wvaccines through analysis of a case involving a
university professor who received the AstraZeneca vaccine and developed
Guillain-Barré syndrome. She filed a lawsuit before the Administrative Court of

Rabat seeking compensation based on the risk theory as liability without fault.
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At the first instance, the court ruled in favor of the plaintiff with
compensation of 250,000 dirhams, relying on an expert report that linked the
vaccine to the syndrome based on temporal correlation. However, the Court of
Appeal overturned the judgment and rejected the claim, considering that the
expertise did not establish causal relationship with definitive scientific evidence,
and that the World Health Organization had not conclusively confirmed this
relationship.

The commentary concludes that the first instance judgment erred by
considering temporal correlation alone as sufticient evidence, while the appellate
decision correctly applied strict evidentiary standards, emphasizing the necessity of
establishing causal relationship through serious, precise, and consistent scientific
evidence for administrative liability without fault to be established, even in
exceptional circumstances.

Keywords: Administrative liability, COVID-19 vaccines, AstraZeneca,
Guillain-Barré syndrome, liability without fault, risk theory, causal relationship,

medical expertise, compensation, Moroccan administrative judiciary.
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" Arrét n° C-621/15 datant de 21 Juin 2017 de la cour de justice de I'union européenne, deuxiéme
chambre, publie dans le site de la cour sur le lien: https://curia.europa.eu, consulté le 6 octobre 2025 a
22h00 sur le lien:

https://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document jst?text=&docid=192054&pagelndex=0&doclang=FR.
&mode-=Ist&dir=-&occ-=first&part=18&cid=1059373
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*_ conseil d’état francais, étude annuelle intitulé « responsabilité et socialisation du risque », publié le 30
novembre 2004, p 224. Publié sur le site du conseil sur le lien: https://www.conseil-etat.fr. Consulté le
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